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Why Grasslands?

approximately 11% of California, or 11 million acres. The vast majority of
rivately owned (see below). Despite the large area covered by this ecosystem,
lly overlooked by conservation policies and environmental advocates, with only
grassland area in reserve status.

eavily altered ecosystem. Most of the grasslands in California are now
ative annual grasses rather than the native perennial grasses that were
a in the past. Despite this, grasslands provide habitat for many species
ed species such as the San Joaquin kit fox and Kaweah brodiaea.
ssigned to examine the current policies that are affecting grassland

clate these findings as a chapter in an upcoming University of California Press
cology and Management of California Grasslands.

Methods

Analyzed existing GIS data to determine current distribution,
wnership and management of grasslands.

Reviewed county general plans, policy documents and federal and
ate statutes.

ontacted county planners by phone and e-mail to discuss findings
nd interpretations.

ncorporated reviewers’ feedback on initial draft.

ifornia grasstands based on IS analysis.

What Policies are Important for Grasslands In California?

Grassland protection originates from several levels of government. Federal, state and local
governments all have unique ways of approaching grassland conservation. Examples of these

measures are included in the table below.

*Federal statutes (ESA, CWA) focus on distinctive
biological features such as endangered species or
vernal pool (seasonal wetland) habitats.

-CESA complements the Federal ESA by protecting
species that are not covered by the ESA.

-CEQA requires mitigation for impacts to sensitive,
threatened, and endangered species and communities.
As such, it provides protection for certain native
grassland types.

«California’s Williamson Act provides tax incentives to
land owners to encourage farm land conservation
thereby protecting grassland, classified as rangeland,
from development.

=County level policies such as general plans and
zoning ordinances often function by restricting land
uses, e.g. limiting housing densities.

=Private incentives such as easements can be used to
protect grassland habitats. These incentives tend to
work as tax incentives, which are provided in exchange
for an agreement to limit land uses. Easements are
often in perpetuity, unlike the Williamson Act.

How Effective Are These Policies?

<The protection of endangered grassland species with large area requirements,
Ilke the San Joaqum kit fox and Stephans Kangaroo Rat, results in large areas of

Clean Water Act (CW0R) |

rohibirs tke o¢ destruction of exirical habirat
|fox state Ested geassland ass ociated speciss

What Does This Mean for Grassland Conse

«Counties rarely provide special protection

associated species; most grassland protec
levels of government. This makes Federal

Endangered Species Act and the Californie
the most directed and long term protection:
conservation.

*Compared to protections for ecosystems
wetlands, oak woodlands, and prime farml
little special protection. This can lead to pre
grassland habitat, but can also push devel
grasslands.

*County zoning ordinances can prevent de
regulating land use. While it does provide s
remembered that zoning ordinances do no!
ecological integrity of grasslands.

+As California grows, threatened and endat
will likely determine much of the future exte
grassland protection.
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