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The use of a rapidly renewable material such as 
straw in the building industry could lead to many 
benefits for both homeowners and society. Straw, an 
agricultural byproduct, has historically been treated 
as waste. Most states allow farmers to dispose of 
straw by burning but in California this practice has 
been banned for over a decade. Hence, there exists a 
need in the state to find other uses for nearly a 

million tons of 
rice straw per 
year. Fortunately, 
straw is well-
suited to be a 
building material. 

Buildings 
constructed with 
the CP Block 
would provide 

private benefits such as energy efficiency to owners, 
and public benefits such as the reduction of energy 
demand and air pollution.   
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Data Sources
County and State boundaries:  
-  U.S. Census Cartographic Boundary Files
Rice Fields:
-  Digitized by Patrick Yellin based on data from
California Department of Water Resources
Topography Relief:
-  USGS Seamless NED
Home sales and Demographics:
-  2000 Census
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